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ECUADOR 2012

DEPARTURES EVERY SUNDAY
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DIA 1: QUITO  Arrive to Quito and transfer to the hotel.

DIA 2: QUITO CITY FULL DAY
A comprehensive city tour includes visits to residential neighbourhoods at the northern end of the city, visiting the " Guapulo Mirador", passing through the 12 of October Avenue up to the Culture House and the Legislative Palace (Congress) where the rock murals that are related to the history of Ecuador can be appreciated..

The tour will then continue through the Gran Colombia Avenue up to the Basilica Church, where we will make a brief stop and next, the "San Juan Mirador" from where you will have a beautiful sight of The Colonial Quito.

After walking through the colonial streets we will then stop at the Independence Plaza admiring the Cathedral, the Government's Palace, and the Archiepiscopal palace. Furthermore, we will visit The Company Church where adornments and gold altars can be appreciated, a visit to the Sagrario Church and San Francisco Church, which was built during the 17th century, will be also done. And then, we will be heading to the "Panecillo Mirador", the most famous hill of Quito, from where a sight of the colonial and modern Quito will be taken.

We will continue at the northern part of the city heading up to the “Middle of the World City” where the monument that divides the Northern Hemisphere from the Southern Hemisphere will be visited. It was built during the XVII century when a French Expedition defined the precise location of the equatorial line. The Ethnographic Museum can be also be visited.

Finally we canl visit the Sky lift complex
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DIA 3: QUITO GALAPAGOS ( SANTA CRUZ ISLAND) transfer to the airport where our staff will provide assistance for ticketing and baggage and then direct them to the pre-boarding lounge, where they will take the plane corresponding to the Enchanted Islands. After the flight, our guides will be waiting at the airport in Baltra Island to begin his journey to the airport-hotel transfer (land) to Puerto Ayora on Santa Cruz Island. Arriving at Hotel Ninfa, they will distribute rooms for accommodation, after a brief rest we have your welcome lunch. Afternoon, visiting the Charles Darwin, the breeding center, and his gigantic tortoises pens including to visit the Interpretation Centre Stranler They where your guide given to us chat broad science, training on the islands, arriving and evolution of species, factors that modify the climate, etc. and if the passengers wish to know can go to the beach at the Station (approximate duration of the tour: 3 hours). By the end of the day, return to the hotel for its comfortable rooms and facilities, to end such a delicious dinner menu in our spacious restaurant.

DIA 4: FLOREANA ISLAND

After breakfast, we leave for Puerto Ayora on the yacht, accompanied by our guide to sail in Academy Bay, where we can enjoy the turquoise water and see lots of cruise ships and boats that arrive and depart from Santa Cruz, after browsing reach Floreana Island, landing at Puerto Velasco Ibarra, for observing a small colony of marine iguanas. We will take in the company of our guide a bus to take us to the top of the island where the Galapaguera visit to see the turtles in state free, Later visit to "The Cave", which are sanctuaries where lived the first inhabitants of the island, while the guide tells his story, we can also see the shed where they obtained water for survival. Navigate to the cove daylight to observe a small family of Galapagos penguins (occasional). In the afternoon, we will have lunch aboard the boat, then continue the journey towards Lobería Post Office, and then sail around the Corona del Diablo, where you can see a large number of seabirds. Finally sail around Champion Islet, where you can see masked boobies, tropical birds, sea lions and also make diving observation (snorkelling, not including equipment) in Champion Bay, afternoon return to the Hotel, where we can relax this beautiful trip.
Día 5: SANTA FE ISLAND

After breakfast, we board the yacht in the company of our guide to sail to the Isla Santa Fe. From the yacht on its huge cliffs observe a forest of giant cacti endemic to this island, colonies of seabirds such as pelicans, boobies and gulls in a bay of calm seas turquoise hue inhabited by a large number of sea lions, ideal for Observation diving (snorkeling, equipment not included), swim with tropical fish, harmless manta rays and sea turtles occasionally observe. After a delicious lunch on board, sail to Garrapatero beach, beautiful white sand beach, where we disembark to enjoy the sun and the sea. Along the guide will walk to a small lagoon where we will observe occasionally flamingos. Late in the afternoon, return to hotel in Puerto Ayora, time for relaxation and dinner. The rest of the afternoon is free to go shopping for souvenirs and crafts and evening will have a special farewell dinner, all in the warm surroundings of our hotel which will make it unforgettable visit to the Galapagos.
Día 6: SANTA CRUZ -BALTRA


After breakfast, our guides as initially help us in the transfer airport-hotel, the road will make a last stop for visiting the Twin Craters, geological subsidence in the middle of a forest of escalecias (vegetation endemic) located at the top of the island. After this visit, our guides will help with ticket and baggage for our safe return. 
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Día 7: OTAVALO

Departure from Quito through The Panamericana North Highway ,If timing allows us we will stop at the highway's mirador to admire and take pictures of the beautiful landscape and snow caped mountains of the zone.

Crossing the equatorial line at Guachala (used to be the middle of the world monument) we will head up to Otavalo and make a stop at Mira Lago to take pictures of the beautiful San Pablo Lake.

The tour then continues to Otavalo where the Otavaleños (natives) set up a market in which a bartering manner of shopping is taken. The market hosts a variety of different handcrafted items.

Continuing the trip, we will go to Cotacachi, famous for its leather articlas, and where lunch can be taken. Finally we will go to Peguche, small village known for its waterfalls and wind instruments fabrics.

Return to Quito 
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Días 8 - 11: AMAZON -CASA DEL SUIZO  Transfer to Casa del Suizo Resort  where you can chose which activities you want to do.
MISICOCHA

15 minutes upstream by boat to the private reserve of la Casa del Suizo. A hike from 1,5 hour up to 4 hours in the primary forest. On the way back a refreshing ride downstream in a raft made of balsa wood.
QUICHUA FAMILY 
After a short boatride you will arrive to a Quichua family. Try the most common drink and use a blowgun. Then a 30 minutes walk back to the village for a ceramics workshop. From there another stop at the wooden craft workshop where they will demonstrate how a piece of wood can be turned in to a beautiful bird.

LA ISLA

A one-hour walk along a totally flat river island, where one may observe a great variety of plants and insects. Later will go to Mariposario (butterfly house) will have the opportunity to see variety butterfly and their metamorphosis. Dinner
LAVADO DE ORO

When the river is fine, you can make a small trip by canoe down the Napo River. There you can observe the traditional way of looking for gold. The native guide will explain and demonstrate how the gold is washed through the use of a trough. 

COSANO

After breakfast the group will board a dugout canoe, and navigate 20 minutes down the waters of the scenic Napo River. The destination is Cosano where during an approximately two hour walk through primary rainforest visitors will have the opportunity to see actual hunting traps which were traditionally used by the local natives in the past. The guides will demonstrate how they work and explain which type of animals was caught in each one. And of course, at all times we will be on the lookout for tropical birds, and point out important aspects of the surrounding vegetation. Just across the river from La Casa del Suizo is Amazoonico, a rescue center for wounded and displaced tropical rainforest animals. Here it is possible to see coatis, tapirs, and several species of monkey, snakes, and a variety of birds, many of which wander around freely. Lunch Casa del Suizo. Later, the group will continue on to the village of Ahuano, where we may learn about several aspects of traditional Quichua culture. A local host will show us how to make chicha, a typical beverage (which of course all may taste), and demonstrate the spiritual cleaning rituals still practiced today throughout the surrounding community. Finally, all may participate in a blowgun target-shooting contest - but don't expect to beat the natives! Dinner
Día 12:  Transfer to the airport 
PACKAGE INCLUDES

· 5 night Accommodation in Quito Hotel 4*
· Breakfast
· Lunch and diner specified in the program  
· Museums Fee 
· 3 Nights accommodation in  Galápagos Hotel 3*
· Bilingual Guide 

· Air Ticket Quito Galápagos Quito 

· Transportation

· Transfers

· Taxes 

DOES NOT INCLUDE:

· Galápagos National Park fee116 usd

· Tips

· Extra food

· Air ticket to Ecuador

PRICE PER PERSON IN DOUBLE ACCOMMODATION : 2300 USD

 SINGLE ACCOMMODATION EXTRA  400  USD 


